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The Trip to Otaru

One day, 19-year-old high schooler Saebom, returns home after 
taking college entrance exams to find a strange letter in the 
mailbox. The letter is from Otaru, Japan, and it is a heartfelt love 
letter addressed to her mother. The name of the person who sent 
this love letter to her mother is Hana Katase — a woman. 
Could it be that her mother’s first love is a woman?
Saebom returns the letter to the mailbox to hide that she has 
read it. What kind of person is her mother? Neither Dad, who 
has been divorced from Mom for 3 years, nor Uncle, Mom’s only 
brother, seems to know her very well. Saebom feels like she can no 
longer stand the lack of communication with her mother, who is 

perpetually tired and lives apathetically. She suggests that they go 
on a trip together. They’ll go to Otaru, and meet her mother’s first 
love. There, Saebom will meet her mother’s true self.
Saebom’s mother Yoonhi is a 41-year-old working at the cafeteria 
of a large factory. Her day-to-day life is repetitive and meaningless. 
But her daily routines fall to pieces after she receives the letter from 
Otaru. Saebom’s sudden pleas to go on a trip together also upset 
her. 
After much deliberation, Yoonhi decides to go to Otaru with her 
daughter. She’ll go there and show Saebom who she is. She won’t 
run from her destiny any longer.

Synopsis

1. A film about traveling
I’ve taken a trip to Otaru, located in Hokkaido, Japan, during the 
winter. It was a romantic city. I thought that this was because of 
the snow falling in Otaru, which covered all streets and stores. 
Thanks to the snow, the kitschy and not-so-beautiful old buildings, 
and even the vending machines on the street looked romantic. 
Watching the snow fall over Otaru, I imagined that here, even a 
love that might be difficult to come true could come to fruit. “The 

Trip to Otaru” began from this daydream. Japan is the most-visited 
country for Korean tourists traveling as a family. Even the political 
conflicts between Korea and Japan seem unable to stop these 
countless Korean travelers from visiting Japan. This is an undeniable 
fact. However, it is difficult to find Korean films that are set in 
Japan. Furthermore, films that take ‘travel abroad’ as its main motif 
are also hard to find. “The Trip to Otaru” will be a film that ordinary 
Korean travelers who have visited Japan have awaited. 
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Producer

“The Trip to Otaru” is not a project we seek to coproduce simply for 
the reason that the story is set in Otaru, Japan. This coproduction 
project was created to target the audience of Korean & Japanese 
low-budget auteur films. 
Although it is said the Japanese film market is in decline, there are 
great auteur films being created there including those of renowned 
directors. However, it is hard to find art films by spirited new 
directors. This seems to be due to the fact that the target audience 
for low-budget art films is limited, and difficult to expand during 
this stagnant period. 
The Korean film market is in a similar situation. Because of difficulty 

in attracting investment for films that do not target a general 
audience, many films are produced as purely as commercial. From 
the point of the view of the investor, it is understandable: surely it 
is difficult to invest in a project that may not reach the breakeven 
point.
In both Korea and Japan, the domestic audience for art films are 
too small, and this has led to films that were not even able to cover 
production costs. By targeting art film audiences in both countries, 
we hope to create “The Trip to Otaru” as a low-budget auteur 
project that succeeds in the market as well.

Statement on Participation

2. LGBT Film
LGBT issues are currently a globally resonant topic. Many people 
are now mustering the courage to show who they are. But 
sexual minorities in Korea are still discriminated upon within a 
heterosexual-centric social system, and not allowed even the most 
basic dignities. Films featuring sexual minorities are slowly growing 
in number, but there is still a lack in quantity and quality. I wanted 
to see a film that strives to avoid objectifying an LGBT character; a 
film that depicts an LGBT character’s struggle to prove their dignity 
to their family, friends, and society which do not recognize their 
existence. This was my motivation behind writing the story.
This film shows a main character who struggles to regain her 
humanity. Despite living in a rigid, oppressive environment that 
takes away beauty from individuals, the main character attempts 
to recover a vivid and flexible life. I think this process of recovering 

values and the social meaning of that process will become the 
reason for this film’s existence. I sought to contribute to a better 
society for the future.

3. A film about a mother
At some point, I began to wonder who my mother was. I spent long 
periods of time with my mother prior to writing this story. Through 
that process, I got to know of many different sides of my mother, 
to which I was previously oblivious. I also learned of a secret that 
she had kept hidden for a long time. I was very shocked, and at the 
same time I had to reflect upon myself. Because I internalized the 
patriarchal social system in Korea, I had only seen my mother as an 
objectified, archetypical figure. Through this story, I wanted to show 
the mother I met. I hoped to depict a woman and an individual with 
a distinct personality of her own prior to her identity as mother.


